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URBAN SUSTAINABILITY

We are happily looking forward to our HOT OFF THE PRESS edition with
Hillary Angelo
22.06.2022 // 17:00 - 18:30 // online (Zoom)

The Author will be presenting her book "How Green Became Good - Urbanized Nature and

the Making of Cities & Citizens" together with Stefan Héhne as a discussant. The event will

be moderated by Roberta Cucca. This will be an online event using the zoom platform.
After each presentation, there will also be time for a Q&A and discussion.

As projects like Manhattan's High Line, Chicago's 606, China's eco-cities, and
Ethiopia's tree-planting efforts show, cities around the world are devoting
serious resources to urban greening. Formerly neglected urban spaces and
new high-end developments draw huge crowds thanks to the considerable
efforts of city governments. But why are greening projects so widely taken up,
and what good do they do? In How Green Became Good, Hillary Angelo
uncovers the origins and meanings of the enduring appeal of urban green
space, showing that city planners have long thought that creating green spaces
would lead to social improvement. Turning to Germany's Ruhr Valley (a region
that, despite its ample open space, was "greened" with the addition of official
parks and gardens), Angelo shows that greening is as much a social process
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as a physical one. She examines three moments in the Ruhr Valley's urban
history that inspired the creation of new green spaces: industrialization in the
late nineteenth century, postwar democratic ideals of the 1960s, and industrial
decline and economic renewal in the early 1990s. Across these distinct
historical moments, Angelo shows that the impulse to bring nature into urban
life has persistently arisen as a response to a host of social changes, and
reveals an enduring conviction that green space will transform us into ideal
inhabitants of ideal cities. Ultimately, however, she finds that the creation of
urban green space is more about how we imagine social life than about the
good it imparts.

Register here

Guidelines for funding applications

We aim at building and strengthening interdisciplinary networks for urban research
internationally. To this end we provide grants for PhDs carrying out research in urban
studies coherent with the five research areas (Areas of Research) of the platform
(Research Affiliates of the platform are favoured).
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FOLLOW US!

The Urban Futures Platform informs regularly about the
latest publications, upcoming events, open job postings,

recommendations, project research and much more. It's
worth it! We invite you to subscribe to our Twitter and Fa-
cebook channels. By doing so, you will stay informed and
help the platform to increase its reach and reach more
people.
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